Welcome to Week Three of your Latin Boot Camp!

You have learned three Latin cases so far.  Do you remember them?  The Nominative case is used for the subject of the verb.   The Genitive case is used to show possession.  The Accusative case is used to show the direct object.  Later on, you will learn more uses of each of these cases, but these are the primary uses.

This week you will learn two more cases, which will give you knowledge of five cases, the most commonly used ones.   

I. Dative case.  
             a. This is called the “case of indirect objects.”   Here are some examples of indirect objects.

Ray cooked dinner for me.    You can also reword it to say:  Ray cooked me dinner.
Did Ray cook me?  No, he cooked dinner for me.  In that sentence, Ray is the subject; cooked is the predicate (verb); dinner is the direct object (it tells what he cooked) and me is the indirect object (he cooked it for me).

Here is another one.  Tom gave a gift to his mother.  Tom gave his mother a gift.

The subject is Tom.  What did he do?  He gave something, the predicate (or verb).  What did he give?  A gift, which is the direct object.  To whom did he give it?  To his mother, the indirect object.

An easy way to remember the indirect object is to think of to or for.   I did it to her. I did it for her.  

In Latin, the endings for Dative case for this first declension are ae in the singular and īs in the plural.  Yes, the ae is used for two other cases, but you can try each translation and see which case is best for the sentence you are trying to translate.

Example:  Poeta cantat feminae.   How would we translate that?  Feminae can’t be nominative plural because the verb, cantat, is singular.   If  the ae ending is genitive case, it would be: The poet sings the woman’s?  No. That does not make sense.  How about: The woman’s poet sings.  Not likely.  If dative case, it would be: The poet sings to the woman.  Yes, that sounds pretty good.  (Although I am not sure how many poets sing, but our vocabulary is limited!)

So, you try different translations, and then choose the one that makes sense to you.  Remember, the dative case can be translated as to or for someone or something, although the to or for is often left out.  (Ray cooked me dinner.)


          b.  Sometimes it is not the indirect object, but it is STILL translated as to  or for something.  She ran home for dinner.   Still the dative case – for dinner.
II. The Abʹlative Case.  (I added the accent mark to help you pronounce it.)

The Ablative case is often used as the object of a preposition.  Its endings are ā in the singular, and īs in the plural.  

Here are two prepositions we can use.  


ab, from, away from, or concerning
in, in or on
cum, with

Some examples:


Ambulo in silvā.  I am walking in the forest.
Cantat cum feminā.  She is singing with the woman, or,  He is singing with the woman.

When no preposition is given in Latin, we can usually insert by or with in translating.

III. Declensions


  We now know enough about cases to decline a noun.  Declining simply means to write the word with all its endings.  You noticed that you learned the nominative and genitive case forms for nouns.  The reason is that you must find the stem (or root) of the word to see what you add endings to.


Let’s decline the noun, femina.  You learned it in your vocabulary list as 
femina, feminae, f., woman.  That second form, feminae, is the Genitive singular.  

femina
feminae


Remove the ae ending from the second form, the Genitive.  What is left?  femin-


Write the stem in a chart like this:
CASES



      SINGULAR                                                  PLURAL
	Nominative
	femin
	femin

	Genitive
	femin
	femin

	Dative
	femin
	femin

	Accusative
	femin
	femin

	Ablative
	femin
	femin


Next, add the endings you have learned:

CASES



      SINGULAR                                                  PLURAL
	Nominative
	femina
	feminae

	Genitive
	feminae
	feminarum

	Dative
	feminae
	feminīs

	Accusative
	feminam
	feminas

	Ablative
	feminā
	feminīs


Great!  Now you have declined the noun, femina.


Then add meanings for the Latin words like this.  We are giving you a few more choices for meanings.  You can add a or the whenever it sounds right to do so.  There is no word for a, an, or the in Latin.
CASES



      SINGULAR                                                  PLURAL
	Nominative
	femina, a woman, or
               the woman
	feminae, women

	Genitive
	feminae, woman’s, or 
                  of the woman
	feminarum, women’s or
               of the women

	Dative
	feminae, to or for a woman
              to or for the woman
	feminīs, to or for the women

	Accusative
	feminam, the woman (as direct object)

	feminas, women or the women

	Ablative
	feminā, by/with a woman
            by/with the woman
	feminīs, by/with women or
    by/with the women 


IV.  More vocabulary.

puel′la, puel′lae, f., girl

rae′da, rae′dae, f., carriage, coach
Flāʹvīa, Flāʹvīae, f., Flavia (a girl’s name)
Rō′ma, Rō′mae, f., Rome

sāpīen′tīa, sāpīen′tīae, f., wisdom
stel′la, stel′lae, f., star




                  
ter′ra, ter′rae, f., earth, land, ground


                                    

tū′nīca, tū′nīcae, f., tunic


tūr′ba, tūr′bae, f., common crowd, turmoil, crowd

     

vī′a, vī′ae, f., way, road, street
vīl′la, vīl′lae, f., house, country home, farmhouse, villa

est, is

non, not
V.  But how do you use these words in a sentence?

Trying a few combinations, we can do it like this.


a.   Femina aquam puellae dat.


Underline the endings.


Femina aquam puellae dat.

Decide what cases they might be.  Mark s. for singular, and pl. for plural.  Put 1, 2, or 3 above the verb so you know if it is first, second or third person.


  nom.s.       acc.s.          ??          3/s.    
Femina aquam puellae dat.

We are unsure about the case for puellae, aren’t we?  We will try all three possibilities.


       nom.s.       acc.s.        nom.pl.  3/s.    
#1 Femina aquam puellae dat.            
The woman gives the girl’s water.

      nom.s.        acc.s.          ??          3/s.    
#2 Femina aquam puellae dat.    
       
The woman gives water to the girl.

  nom.s.       acc.s.    ??          3/s.    
#3 Femina aquam puellae dat.
      
The woman the girls give water.


Although it might be either #1 or  #2, it surely would not be #3.   Even #1 sounds awkward, so we think it is most likely #2. 

b.  Balaenae cantant puellis in viā.

Underline the endings.


Balaenae cantant puellis in viā.

Decide what cases the words might be in. Mark them.


  ????             3/pl.       dat.or abl.pl.          (in + abl.s.)
Balaenae cantant puellis              in viā.

Balaenae can be Nominative plural, Genitive singular, or Dative singular.   

Try a few possibilities.

#1.  If Nominative:    The whales sing for the girls on the road.
#2.  If Genitive:  
They sing to the whale’s girls on the road.
#3.  If Dative:   
They sing to the whale to the girls on the road.

Which one sounds best?  Yes, #1.
Your Worksheet will have many more for you to translate and decline. 

See you next week!
Week Three

